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A piece of mail, a mayor's race in unrest 


Carter, Harris campaigns swept up in reaction to group’ flier 


By Rachel E. Stassen-Berger 
rstassen-berger@pioneerpress.com 


A single sentence in a political 
mailing sent out across St. Paul 
this week lit fire to the capital 
city’s mayoral race, prompting 
accusations of racism, calls for 
resignations and bitter recrimina- 
tions from police, members of 
Congress and candidates for gov- 


ernor. 
Here’s what’s happening: 


THE 
BACKGROUND 


On Aug. 15, St. 
Paul mayoral can- 
didate Melvin 
Carter I’s home 


home 


in the Summit- 
University neigh- 
borhood was bur- 


Carter 


Melvin 


glarized. Carter, a former St. Paul 


Pat Harris 


man got away. 


City Council member who would 


be first African-American mayor 


of St. Paul if he 
won November’s 
election, arrived 
after a 
neighbor alerted 
him to the activi- 
ty. The candidate 
witnessed a man 
he saw in his 
backyard and chased him. But the 


CARTER FLIER, 8A 


By Tad Vezner and Mara H. Gottfried 


tvezner@pioneerpress.com 


Fallout from an _ eleventh-hour 
firestorm over a flier in the St. Paul 
mayoral race prompted a political 
action committee to disband and led 
to calls for the board of the city’s 
police union to resign. 

Backlash hit a breaking point Fri- 
day against Building a Better St. 
Paul, the group behind the flier, 
after three of its biggest backers 


Union head vows to stay on, but PAC disbands 


denounced the 
attack. First, the 
Teamsters union 


announced it was 
cutting ties, saying 


they repudiated the 
flier “in the stron- 
David Titus gest possible 
terms.” Then the St. 
Paul Chamber of Commerce 


denounced the flier and said it 
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First snow: beauty and a beast 


The first snowflakes of the season drift around the Promise of Youth fountain in the Veterans Service Building courtyard in St. Paul on Friday. 


Two deaths attributed to ear 


y blast; Duluth area receives 10 inches 


By Tad Vezner and Sarah Horner 


Pioneer Press 


The chance that late fall snow will continue 
to blanket the Twin Cities remains at least 
through Wednesday, according to the weath- 
er service. 

Snow finally accumulated to an amount 
that could be measured — albeit just a tenth 
of an inch — by early Friday afternoon at the 


Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. 

Inland areas near the North Shore were hit 
particularly hard, with both Finland, Minn. 
and Duluth’s airport reporting 10 inches of 
snow as of 5 p.m. Friday. 

There were reports of 217 crashes, 161 spin- 
outs and vehicles in ditches in and around 
Duluth. One of the crashes proved fatal when 
a semi truck skidded off a snow-covered 
bridge into a river. 


MATTHEW WEBER / PIONEER PRESS 


The tractor-trailer driver lost control of the 
truck just before a bridge along snowy Inter- 
state 35 near Scanlon, which is west of 
Duluth, about 4:30 a.m. The truck went over 
the bridge and into the St. Louis River, said 
Sgt. Neil Dickenson of the Minnesota State 
Patrol. 

The driver’s body was found at about 9 a.m. 


WINTER WEATHER, 8A 


Secretive 
tax bill has 
lobbyists 
scrambling 


Lawmakers outside 
of planning process 
also hungry for info 


By Sahil Kapur, Lynnley Browning 
and Anna Edgerton 
Bloomberg News 


WASHINGTON — Republicans 
are barreling into a lobbying frenzy 
next week, when House Ways and 
Means Chairman Kevin Brady plans 
to unveil a sweeping tax bill to 
remake the U.S. economy that’s 
being crafted with rigorous secrecy. 

The stage was set with the 
House’s adoption Thursday of a 
budget resolution designed to speed 
the course of tax legislation and 
kick off a three-week sprint toward 
a House bill. Now, lobbyists repre- 
senting every corner of the econo- 
my are poised to first devour, then 
attack what may be hundreds of 
pages of legislation that Brady says 
he'll release Wednesday. 

Special interests from real-estate 
agents to dairy farmers will be try- 
ing to save their industry-specific 
tax breaks, said Tim Phillips, presi- 
dent of Americans for Prosperity. 
His group, which is backed by bil- 
lionaire industrialists Charles and 
David Koch, supports ending such 
breaks. 

“Its pretty fierce,” Phillips said. 
“We met with Brady on Tuesday 
and he was saying their offices are 


TAX BILL, 6A 


This old, old house almost demolished, but group wants to save it 
West 7th neighborhood home built in 1856 fell into disrepair 


By Olivia Johnson 
ojohnson@pioneerpress.com 


When residents of St. Paul’s 
West Seventh neighborhood 
found out about the impend- 
ing demolition of a neglected, 
one-story, less-than-800- 
square-foot house, they 
rushed to save it. 

Why? The house at 412 Goo- 
drich Avenue was built in 1856 
and is one of the oldest stand- 
ing structures in the area. 

A carpenter built the struc- 
ture, also called the John Lew- 


TwinCitiesecom 


is House, before Minnesota’s 
statehood. Citing neglect and 
disrepair, the city planned to 
destroy the house this sum- 
mer. 

Members of the Little Bohe- 
mia Neighborhood Associa- 
tion learned of the city’s plans 
and began advocating for its 
preservation. 

“Tt would be down right now 
had neighbors not stepped 
in,” said Carol Carey, execu- 
tive director for Historic Saint 
Paul, which partnered with 
the neighborhood association 


Looking for something to do? From dining 
out to heading outdoors, options abound. 


to save the house. 

Earlier this fall, Carey said 
members of the two groups 
met with the city, who said 
they would not act on the mat- 
ter until March. For now, 
advocates created a redevel- 
opment plan for the building 
and are working to raise mon- 
ey to restore the structure. 
Carey said residents have 
donated materials and volun- 
teers are being coordinated to 
start work on the house. 
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John Yust, an 
architect who 
lives in the 
West Seventh 
neighborhood, 
checks out the 
return eave — 
a Greek Revival 
design — on 
the 161-year- 
old house at 
412 Goodrich 
Ave. in St. Paul 
that a 
neighborhood 
group is trying 
to save. 
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